THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

definitely failed. It has caused immense loss and suf-
fering to thousands of people, but it has not achieved
the purpose which the German High Command un-
doubtedly had in view. The purpose was to stun our
people into submission. Copious forecasts could be
quoted to the effect that sustained attack from the
air on a great scale would suffice to compel the
country which was its victim to capitulate even if
that country's army and fleet still remained un-
beaten. 'Direct action' in the air has been proved
not to have the decisive effect which was claimed for
it. The determination of our people to fight on has
not been shaken. On the contrary, it has been stif-
fened. The fact is evident from the result of the vot-
ing in the House of Commons on December 5 upon
the Independent Labour Party's motion advocating
the calling of a conference to consider peace pro-
posals. The motion was defeated by 341 votes to 4.
Our great democracy would have nothing to do with
appeasement.
The magnitude of the part played by the Air
Force and of the anti-aircraft artillery in the defence
of London should not be allowed to overshadow the
contribution made to the success of the resistance by
the passive defence and also by the great mass of the
civilian population. It is a commonplace that to-day
we are all in the front line. The era of absenteeism in
war-waging is dead and gone. Not only the men of
the fire services, the demolition and rescue parties,
the police and die first-aid squads, but the whole of
our urban population have helped to defeat the
attempt to bludgeon us into submission. London's
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